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Freedom of Information

New compulsory publication
provisions for local authorities
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The government has
issued a Local Govern-
ment Transparency Code
which for the first time
makes the publication

of certain data by local
authorities compulsory.

The original Code, the
‘Code of Recommended
Practice for Local Govern-
ment on Transparency’,
was published in Septem-
ber 2011. This set out the
principles to underpin all
local authorities’ decisions
on the release of public
data — i.e. that release
should be demand-led,
open and timely — and

a number of categories

of data for publication.

One year later, the gov-
ernment issued a consul-
tation in relation to making
the publication of certain
data compulsory by issu-
ing regulations under sec-
tion 3 of the Local Gov-
ernment, Planning and
Land Act 1980. This led
to the publication of the
new Code in May 2014.

The Code does not over-
ride the FOIA exemptions,
but where a qualified ex-
emption applies, the ap-
pearance of the requested
information in one of the
categories set out in the
Code will have a possibly
significant role in estab-
lishing the public interest
in support of disclosure.

Emily Carter, Solicitor at
Kingsley Napley, advises:
“In summary, the Code
requires local authorities
to disclose much of the
same data listed in the
original Code, although
this has been specified

in more detail.

“Information which must
be published quarterly
includes all expenditure
over £500 and procure-
ment information, specifi-
cally all invitations to ten-
der and contracts with a
value over £5,000. Local
authorities are required
to publish annual data in
relation to senior employ-
ee salaries, grants, local
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ICO announces latest bodies to be
monitored over response times

The Information
Commissioner’s Office
has announced that the
BBC, Essex Police and
Greenwich Council are
being monitored over
the timeliness of their re-
sponses to FOI requests.

The BBC is being moni-
tored after almost a third
of 84 complaints generat-
ed over a three month
period were regarding the
broadcaster's response
times. Essex Police and
Greenwich Council are

being monitored after
the authorities were the
subject of a significant
number of complaints to
the ICO, also over delays
in their response times.

The ICO will examine

the timeliness of the three
organisations’ responses
to FOI requests received
between 1st May and
31st July 2014.

Announcing the monitor-
ing list, the ICQO’s Deputy
Commissioner and Direc-

tor of Freedom of
Information, Graham
Smith, said: “While we
recognise that high profile
events at the BBC have
resulted in a rise in the
number of FOI requests
received, it has become
clear that the organisation
is consistently failing

to meet its legal require-
ments to respond to

FOI requests in a timely
manner.
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